SOLICITORS’ REMUNERATION (IRELAND). 


COPY of a General Order under “The Solicitors’ Remuneration 
Act, 1881.” 


SOLICITORS’ REMUNERATION ACT, 1881. 


General Order made in pursuance of “The Solicitors’ Remuneration 
Act, 1881, 44 & 45 Viet. c. 44. 


We the Right Honourable Sir Edward Sullivan, Bart., Lord High Chancellor 
of Ireland ; the Right Honourable George Augustus Chichester May, Lord 
Chief Justice of Ireland; the Right Honourable Andrew Marshall Porter, 
Master of the Rolls ; and William D’Alton, Esq., President of the Incor- 
porated Law Society of Ireland (being the persons in that behalf authorised 
by the statute, 44 & 45 Viet. c. 44), do hereby in pursuance and execution 
of the powers given to us by the said statute, and of all other powers and 
authorities enabling us in that behalf, order and direct in maimer following : 


1. This Order is to take effect from and after the 1st day of June 1884, 
except that Schedule I. hereto shall not apply to transactions respecting real 
property, the title to which has been recorded under the Act of 28 & 29 Viet. c. 88. 


2. Subject to the exception aforesaid, the remuneration of a solicitor in 
respect of business connected with sales, purchases, leases, mortgages, settle- 
ments, and other matters of conveyancing, and in respect of other business not 
being business in any action, or transacted in any Court, or in the Chambers of 
any Judge or Master, is to be regulated as follows, namely ; 

(a.) In respect of sales, purchases, and mortgages completed, the remu- 
neration of the solicitor having the conduct of the business is to be that 
prescribed in Part I. of Schedule I. to this Order, and to be subject to the 
regulations therein contained. 

(b.) In respect of leases and agreements for leases or conveyances 
reserving rent, or agreements for the same, when the transactions shall 
have been completed, the remuneration of the solicitor having the conduct 
of the business is to be that prescribed in Part II. of Schedule I. to this 
Order. 

(c.) In respect of business not hereinbefore provided for, connected with 
any transaction, the remuneration for which, if completed, is hereinbefore, 
or in Schedule I. hereto, prescribed, but which is not. in fact, completed, 
and in respect of other deeds or documents, including settlements, and of 
all other business the remuneration for which is not hereinbefore, or in 
Schedule I. hereto, prescribed, the remuneration is to be regulated according 
to the present system as altered by Schedule II. hereto. 

3. Drafts and copies made in the course of business, the remuneration for 
which is provided for by this Order, are to be the property of the client. 

4. The remuneration prescribed by Schedule I. to this Order is not to include 
stamps, counsel’s fees, auctioneer’s or valuer’s charges, travelling or hotel 
expenses, fees paid on searches to public officers, on registrations, or to stewards 
of manors, costs of extracts from any register, record, or roll, or other disburse- 
ment reasonably and properly paid, nor any extra work occasioned by changes 
occurring in the course of any business, such as the death or insolvency of a 
party to the transaction, nor is it to include any business of a contentious 
character, nor any proceedings in any court, but it shall include law stationer s 
charges, and allowances for time of the solicitor and his clerks, and for copying 
and parchment and all other similar disbursements. 

5.. In respect of any business which is required to be, and is, by special exer- 
tion, carried through in an exceptionally short space ot time, a solicitor may be 
allowed a proper additional remuneration for the special exertion, according to 


the circumstances. 
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6. In all cases to which, the scales prescribed in Schedule I. hereto shall 
apply, a solicitor may,- before undertaking any business, by writing under his 
hand, communicated to the client, elect that his remuneration shall be according 
to the present system as altered by Schedule II. hereto ; but, if no such election 
shall be made, his remuneration shall be according to the scale prescribed by 
this Order. 

7. A solicitor may accept from his client and a client may give to his solicitor, 
security for the amount to become due to the solicitor for business to be trans- 
acted by him, and for interest on such amount, but so that interest is not to 
commence till the amount due is ascertained, either by agreement or taxation. 
A solicitor may charge interest at 4 per cent, per annum on his disbursements 
and costs, whether by scale or otherwise, from the expiration of one month 
from demand from the client- And in cases where the same are payable by an 
infant, or out of a fund not presently available, such demand may be made on 
the parent or guardian, or the trustee, or other person liable. 

8. In this Order and the Schedules hereto, the following words and expres- 
sions shall have the meaning ascribed to them in the 3rd Sub-section of 
Section 1 of the Solicitors’ Remuneration Act, 1881, viz. : 

Solicitor, 

Client, 

Person. 


SCHEDULE I. 


Part I. 

Scale of Charges on Sales, Purchases, and Mortgages, and Rules applicable thereto. 


Scale. 


1 

do 

For the First 

i.ooot: 

1 I 

(2.) 

For the 
Second 
and Third 
1,0007. 

(3.) 

For the Fourth 
and 

each subsequent 
1,000 7., 

up to 10,0007. i 

i 

For 

each subsequent 
1,000 7. 

Vendor's Solicitor ; 

For all charges, including charges for ne- 
gotiation by solicitor, connected with 
a sale of property by private contract 
or by auction, including preparation of 
contract and conditions of sale, deduc- 

1 40 s. per 1007. 

30 s. per 100 7. 

15 s. per 1007. j 

7s.6d. per 1007. 


40s. per 100Z.| 30s. per 1007. j ]5s. per 100 7. 1 7s. 6d. per 1007. 
Subject to the same reductions as last item. 

I I 


ing title and furnishing necessary 
searches, and perusing and completing 
conveyance ----- 

Purchaser's Solicitor : 

For all charges connected with purchase 
of property, whether by private con- 
tract or by public auction, including 
perusal of contract or.conditions of sale, 
investigating title and searches, and 
preparing, completing, and register- 
ing conveyance - 

Mortgagor's Solicitor : 

For all charges connected with loan, 
deducing title, furnishing searches, 
perusing and completing mortgage 

Mortgagee's Solicitor ; 

For all charges connected with loan, 
including investigation of title and 
searches, and preparing, completing, 
and registering mortgage or other 
security deed - 

Vendor’s or Mortgagor's Solicitor : 

For procuring execution, and acknowledgment of deed by a married woman, 11. u. extra. 


In cases of private contracts where negotiation for the sale 
has been conducted without the aid of a solicitor, a re- 
duction of 10 s. shall be made on Columns Nos. 1 and 2; 
5 s. on Column No. 3, and 2 s. 6 c7. on Column No. 4. 


30 s. per 1007, 


■40 s. per 1007. 


20 s. per 1007. 


30 s. per 1007. 


10 s. per 1007 


15s. per 1007. 


5 s. per 100 7. 


7s. 6d. per 1007. 
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RULES. 


!• The remuneration, for deducing title and perusing and completing conveyance on a 
sale by auction is to be chargeable on each lot of property, except that where a property 
held under the same title is divided into lots for convenience of sale, and the same 
purchaser buys several such lots and takes one conveyance, and only one abstract is 
delivered, the commission is to be chargeable upon the aggregate prices of the lots. 

The remuneration according to preceding- scale, on an attempted sale by auction in 
lots is to be chargeable on the aggregate of the reserved prices: — (a.) When property 
offered for sale by auction is bought in and there is no further sale, three-fourths of above 
remuneration is to be allowed. ( b .) When property offered for sale by auction is bought 
in and terms of sale are afterwards arranged, the solicitor is to be entitled to charge 
remuneration according to the above scale on the actual price paid, (c.) When property 
is bought in and afterwards offered by auction by the same solicitor, he is only to be 
entitled to the scale for the first attempted sale and for each subsequent sale ineffectually 
attempted, he is to charge according to the present system, as altered by Schedule II. 
hereto, (d.) In case of a subsequent effectual sale by auction, the full remuneration for 
an effectual sale is to be chargeable in addition, less one-half of the remuneration pre- 
viously allowed on the first attempted sale. 

3. Where a solicitor is concerned for both mortgagor and mortgagee, he is to be 
entitled to charge the mortgagee’s solicitor’s charges only, save as hereinafter is provided 
for in Rule 6. 

4. If a solicitor approves of a draft on behalf of several parties having distinct 
interests, proper to be separately represented, he is to be entitled to charge 2 1. additional 
for each such party after the first. 

5. Where a party, other than the vendor or mortgagor, joins in a conveyance or mort- 
gage, and is represented by a separate solicitor, the charges of such separate solicitor are 
to be dealt with under the old system, as altered by Schedule II. hereto. 

_ 6. Where a conveyance and mortgage of the same property are completed at the same 
time, and are prepared by the same solicitor, he is to be entitled to charge only half the 
above fees for investigating title and preparing the mortgage deed up to 5,000 L, and 
on any excess above 5,000 L, one-fourth thereof in addition to his full charges upon the 
purchase-money. 

7. Fractions of 100 /., under 50 /., are to be reckoned as 50 L Fractions of 100 /., above 
50 are to be reckoned as 100 1. 

8. Where the prescribed remuneration would, but for this provision, amount to less 
than 5 /., the prescribed remuneration shall be 5 /., except on transactions under 100/., in 
which cases the remuneration of the solicitor for the vendor, purchaser, mortgagor, or 
mortgagee is to be 3 /. 

9. Where a property is sold subject to incumbrances, the amount of the incumbrances 
is to be deemed a part of the purchase-money, except where the mortgagee purchases, in 
which case the charge of his solicitor shall be calculated upon the price of the equity of 
redemption. 

10. The above scale as to mortgages is to apply to transfers of mortgages where the 
title is investigated, but not to transfers where the title was investigated by the same 
solicitor on the original mortgage or on any previous transfer ; and it is not to apply to 
further charges where the title has been so previously investigated. As to such transfers 
and further charges, the remuneration is to be regulated according to the present system, 
as altered by the Schedule II. hereto. 

11. In case of sales under the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, or any other private 
or public Act under which the vendor’s charges are paid by the purchaser, the scale shall 
not apply. 


150. 


A 2 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



4 


GENERAL ORDER UNDER 


Part II. 


Scale of Charges as to Leases or Agreements for Leases, at Rack Rent (other than a 
Mining Lease, or a Lease for Building Purposes, or Agreement for the same). 


Lessor’s Solicitor : 

For preparing, settling, and completing lease and 
counterpart : 

Where the rent does not exceed 100 l. • 


Where the rent exceeds 100 1., hut does not ex- , 
ceed 500 Z. - 


Where the rent exeeeds 500 l. 


Lessee’s Solicitor : 

For perusing draft and completing - 


£. 7 10 s. per cent, on the rental, but not 
less in any case than 3 l. 

£. 7 10 s. in respect of the first 100 l. of 
rent, and 2 l. 10 s. in respect of each 
subsequent 100Z. of rent. 

£.7 10 s. in respect of the first 100Z. of 
rent, 2Z. 10 s. in rspect of each 100 Z. of 
rent up to 600 Z., and 1 Z. in respect of 
every subsequent 100 Z. 

One-half the amount payable to the 
lessor’s solicitor, but not less in any 
case than 2 Z. 2 s. 


In case the lease is registered, a charge of 2 Z. to the solicitor registering same. 


Scale of Charges as to Conveyances in Fee, or for any other Freehold Estate, 
reserving Rent (not being a Fee-farm Grant under the Renewable Leasehold Conver- 
sion Act or the Church Temporalities Acts), or Building Leases reserving Rent, or 
other Long Leases not at Rack Rent or Agreements for the same respectively. Mining 
Leases or Licenses or Agreements therefor. 

Vendor’s or Lessor’s Solcitor : 

For preparing, settling, aud completing conveyance and duplicate, or lease and counterpart : 


Amount of Annual Rent. 


Where it does not exceed 5 Z. - - - - - £. 5 . 


Amount of Remuneration. 


Where it exceeds 5 Z., and does not exceed 50 Z. 


- The same payment as on a rent of 5 Z., and 
also 20 per cent, on the excess beyond 
5 1 . 


Where it exceeds 50 Z., but does not exceed 150 l. 
Where it exceeds 150 


The same payment as on a rent of 60 Z., 
and 10 per cent, on the excess beyond 
60 l. 

The same payment as on a rent of 160 Z., 
and 5 per cent, on the excess beyond 
150 Z. 


Where a varying rent is payable, the amount of annual rent 
annual rent. 


to mean the largest amount of 


Purchaser’s or Lessor’s Solicitor; 

For perusing draft and completing - - [One- half of the amount payable to the vendor’s 

h or lessor’s solicitor. 

In case the lease is registered, a charge of 2 1. to the solicitor registering same. 
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Rules applicable to Part II. of Schedule I. as to all Leases or Conveyances, at a Rent, 
or Agreements for the same. 

1. Where the vendor or lessor furnishes an abstract of title, it is to be charged for 
according to the present system as altered by Schedule II. 

2. Where a solicitor is concerned for both vendor and purchaser, or lessor and lessee, 
he is to charge one set of charges only. 

3 . Where a mortgagee or mortgagor joins in a conveyance or lease, the vendor’s or 
lessor’s solicitor is to charge 1 l. Is. extra. 

4. Where a party, other than a vendor or lessor, joins in a conveyance or lease, and is 
represented by a separate solicitor, the charges of such separate solicitor are to be dealt 
with under the old system as altered by Schedule II. 

5. Where a conveyance or lease is partly in consideration of a money payment or 
premium, and partly of a rent, then in addition to the remuneration hereby prescribed 
in respect of the rent, there shall be paid a further sum equal to the remuneration on a 
purchase, at a price equal to such money payment or premium. 

0. Fractions of 51. are to be reckoned as 51. 


SCHEDULE II. 


Instructions for Drawing and Perusing Deeds, Wills, and other Documents. 


Such fees for instructions as, having regard to the care and labour required, the number 
and length of the papers to be perused, and the other circumstances of the case may be 
fair and reasonable. 

In ordinary cases as to drawing, &c., the allowance shall be — 

s. d. 


For drawing -------2 

Where draft exceeds 100 folios. 1 s. per folio 
only to be allowed for the excess. 

For engrossing ------- 

For fair copying ------- 

For perusing -------1 

When document exceeds 100 folios, 6 d. per 
folio only to be allowed for the excess. 


- per folio. 


8 

4 


Attendances. 


In ordinary cases 


s. d. 
10 - 


In extraordinary cases the Taxing Master may increase or diminish the above charge 
if for any special reason he shall think fit. 


Abstracts of Title 
(where not covered by the above Scales). 


s. d. 

Drawing each brief sheet of 8 folios - - - - 6 8 

Fair copy -34 


Journeys from Home. 

£. s. d. 


In ordinary cases for every day of not less than seven 
hours employed on business or in travelling - -55- 

Where a less time than seven hours is so employed, 

per hour - - - - - - - --15- 


In extraordinary cases the Taxing Master may increase or diminish the above allowance 
if for any special reasons he shall think fit. 

Dated this 16th day of April 1884. 

(signed) F.dward Sullivan, C. 

George A. C. -May, C. J. 

A. M. Porter, M.R. 

William D' Alton, Pres. I. L. S., Ireland. 
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